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I reflected seriously on how the electoral process should be re-
organized in order truly to reflect the will of the people.
Elections to parliament and state legislatures should be held on
the basis of policy statements of rival political parties. All recognized
national and state parties should have the opportunity to receive the
votes of the people in every constituency of the nation or the state,
as the case may be. No individuals should be designated as candidates.
The ballot paper should feature only the symbols of the recognized
parties. This will ensure that votes will be cast for particular policies
that the party promises to implement. The face of the individual
candidate, with its stupid grin, will not then obscure the divsion
of the voters. The votes cast will be totalled up and representation
will be given to parties in proportion to the votes cast in their favour.
Let us assume that the votes polled by the Communist Party
entitle it to ten seats in parliament and 50 seats in the state legislature.
The Election Commission will send a communication to the party
saying: "Kindly send us the names of your nominees for the seats
you are entitled to in the parliament and state legislatures." The
party will then depute these persons who, in its opinion, subscribe
sincerely to the policies that it had espoused in its election manifesto.
It will select the persons who are most competent to present its point
of view in the legislature. The choice of nominees should not be on
the basis of any election but should be through a process of selection.
Parties do have internal elections to name persons to be responsible
for specified party activities. The selection of nominees for the
parliament and the legislature should be a different kind of exercise.
If the element of election is introduced, the corruption sought to be
prevented outside will make its entry into the party. The ability to
expound [and follow up] the policies of the party in specified fields
in the legislature should be the basis for the selection of its nominees
by a party. The party should also have the right to recall a nominee
and to replace him with another if it feels that he has performed his
duties inefficiently or wrongly. Such arrangements will eliminate the
dependence of a party on the "men of prestige." They will provide
no scope for the political prostitution involved in the game of defec-
tions from one party to another. There will be no need to conduct a
by-election if a member dies. In our impoverished economy, the huge
amounts expended in elections will be substantially reduced. None
will pay money in a bid to purchase votes. There will be no place
for the outbreak of election disturbances and other such hullabaloo.